Aetat.27.]   Johiison tries his fortune in London.         ioi
When he had finished some part of it, he read what lie had done to Mr. Walrnsley, who objected to his having already brought his heroine into great distress, and asked him, ' how can you possibly contrive to plunge her into deeper calamity ?' Johnson, in sly allusion to the supposed oppressive proceedings of the court of which Mr. Walmsley was register, replied, 'Sir, I can put her into the Spiritual Court!'
Mr. Walmsley, however, was well pleased with this proof of Johnson's abilities as a dramatick writer, and advised him to finish the tragedy, and produce it on the stage.
Johnson now thought of trying his fortune in London, the great field of genius and exertion, where talents of every kind have the fullest scope, and the highest encouragement. It is a memorable circumstance that his pupil David Garriclc went thither at the same time1, with intention to complete his education, and follow the profession of the law, from which he was soon diverted by his decided preference for the stage.
This joint expedition of those two eminent men to the metropolis, was many years afterwards noticed in an allegorical poem on Shakspearc's Mulberry Tree, by Mr. Lovibond, the ingenious authour of The Tears of Old-May-day*.
They were recommended to Mr. Colson3, an eminent mathematician and master of an academy, by the following letter from .Mr. Walmsley:
genius,' praises Knollcs, who, lie says, ' in his History of the Turks, has displayed all the excellencies that narration can admit.'
1 Both of them used to talk pleasantly of this their first journey to London. Gamck, evidently meaning to embellish a little, said one day in my hearing, ' we rode and tied.' And the Bishop of Killaloe informed me, that at another time, when Johnson and Garrick were dining together in a pretty large company, Johnson humorously ascertaining the chronology of something, expressed himself thus : ' that was the year when I came to London with two-pence half-
penny in my pocket.' Garvidc overhearing him, exclaimed, 'eh? what do you say? with two-pence halfpenny in your pocket?'—JCMINSON, ' Why yes ; when I came with twopence half-penny in my pocket, and thou, Davy, with three half-pence in thine.' BOSWELL.
3 Sec Gent. Mag:, xxiv. 333.
3 Mr, Colson was First Master of the Free School at Rochester. In 1739 he was appointed Lucasian Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge. MALONK Mrs. 1'iozzi (Ancc. p. 4Cj) says that 'by Gclidus the philosopher (Rambler, No. 24), Johnson meant to represent Colson.'
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